
VMInspect Documentation
Release 0.0.17

Matteo Cafasso

Nov 23, 2018





Contents

1 Design principles 3
1.1 Examples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
1.2 vminspect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2 Indices and tables 9

i



ii



VMInspect Documentation, Release 0.0.17

VMInspect is a set of tools developed in Python for disk forensic analysis. It provides APIs and a command line tool
for analysing disk images of various formats.

VMInspect focuses on disk analysis automation and on safely supporting multiple file systems and multiple disk
formats.
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CHAPTER 1

Design principles

VMInspect relies on Libguestfs tool for analysing the disk images. Libguestfs employs a small Linux VM
(QEMU/KVM) in order to mount the disk images and offers a pretty complete API to operate over them.

Most of the available forensic tools are struggling to support the multitude of disk image formats out there. Their
communities are building custom modules capable of interpreting specific file formats such as QCOW and VMDK.
Quite a lot of development resources are allocated to maintain such modules. VMInspect delegates the issue to the
hypervisor technology which is better suited to handle this kind of problems.

Same issue applies with file system formats. The Linux OS offers a decent support to a large amount of file systems.

Moreover, analysis tools are affected by vulnerabilities which might be exploited. The problem becomes more relevant
if the analysis is to be automated as the analyst is not in full control of the process anymore. The hypervisor provides
a layer of security for the analysis system. If one of the tools gets compromised, the damages will be limited to the
small Linux VM rather than the whole host.

Thanks to the flexibility of Libguestfs, it’s fairly easy to integrate forensic tools within the VM quickly expanding its
set of features.

Contents:

1.1 Examples

List all the files contained within a disk image.

vminspect list ubuntu.raw --identify --size

[
{
"size": 986672,
"path": "/bin/bash",
"sha1": "a042aad4ee0b472285ca2685dcaab0c3e1b1046d",
"type": "ELF 32-bit LSB executable, Intel 80386, version 1 (SYSV), ... "

},

(continues on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

{
"size": 15481,
"path": "/etc/cron.daily/apt",
"sha1": "0582163ff58be6b4984afa8b12426834de3c0175",
"type": "POSIX shell script, ASCII text executable"

},
...

]

Compare two disk images. ZeroAccess malware on Windows 7.

Highlighted the executable dropping location and two libraries (32 and 64 bit versions) disguised as Desktop.ini files
as well as the deletion of Windows Defender related files.

On the Windows Registry is visible how the malware ensures its execution at machine’s startup.

vminspect compare --identify --registry windows7.qcow2 windows7zeroaccess.qcow2

{
"created_files": [
{

"path": "C:\\Program Files (x86)\\Google\\Desktop\\Install\\ ... \\GoogleUpdate.
→˓exe",

"sha1": "0bac2335d46d89b55836ffda2f41e5b9a29cb3c4",
"type": "PE32 executable (GUI) Intel 80386",

},
{

"path": "C:\\Windows\\assembly\\GAC_32\\Desktop.ini",
"sha1": "f3ca92972bbf1fa97e39ba265127d7f12b9d2575",
"type": "PE32 executable (DLL) (GUI) Intel 80386",

},
{

"path": "C:\\Windows\\assembly\\GAC_64\\Desktop.ini",
"sha1": "b8834d7be89e71b41e2265976841873c079e5dd5",
"type": "PE32+ executable (DLL) (GUI) x86-64",

},
...

],
"deleted_files": [
{

"path": "C:\\Program Files\\Windows Defender\\MpCmdRun.exe",
"original_sha1": "2ae2a6b863616b61ccb550fc1a145ae025896de1"
"type": "PE32+ executable (GUI) x86-64",

},
{

"path": "C:\\Program Files\\Windows Defender\\MpEvMsg.dll",
"original_sha1": "7c17071459c80d4b0bd14cc31ac94306d7cc3c24"
"type": "PE32+ executable (DLL) (GUI) x86-64",

},
...

],
...
"registry": {
"created_keys": {

"\\HKLM\\ControlSet001\\services\\\u202eetadpug": [
"2017-04-10 04:50:05.659180",
["ImagePath", "REG_SZ", "C:\\Program Files (x86)\\Google\\Desktop\\Install\\ .

→˓.. \\GoogleUpdate.exe"],
(continues on next page)
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["DisplayName", "REG_SZ", "Google Update Service (gupdate)"],
["Start", "REG_DWORD", "2"],
...

],
...

},
...

}
}

Query Virustotal regarding the content of a disk.

vminspect vtscan <VT API key> --type "EICAR.*" ubuntu.qcow2

[
{
"name": "/home/user/eicar.txt",
"hash": "cf8bd9dfddff007f75adf4c2be48005cea317c62",
"detections": {

"Tencent": {
"version": "1.0.0.1",
"detected": true,
"update": "20160515",
"result": "EICAR.TEST.NOT-A-VIRUS"

},
"Symantec": {

"version": "20151.1.0.32",
"detected": true,
"update": "20160515",
"result": "EICAR Test String"

},
}

...

Query a CVE database for vulnerable applications.

vminspect vulnscan http://cve.circl.lu/api/search ubuntu.qcow2

[
{
"name": "gnupg",
"version": "1.4.16",
"vulnerabilities": [

[
"CVE-2014-4617",
"The do_uncompress function in g10/compress.c ..."

]
]

},
{
"name": "openssl",
"version": "1.0.1f",
"vulnerabilities": [

[
"CVE-2016-2842",
"The doapr_outch function in crypto/bio/b_print.c in OpenSSL 1.0.1 ..."

],
(continues on next page)
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...

Extract event timelines of NTFS disks. Installation of 7Zip on Windows 7.

vminspect usnjrnl_timeline --identify --hash windows7.qcow2

{
"file_reference_number": 60228,
"path": "C:\\Program Files\\7-Zip\\7z.dll",
"size": 1592320,
"allocated": true,
"timestamp": "2016-05-07 07:42:49.518554",
"changes": [
"BASIC_INFO_CHANGE",
"DATA_EXTEND",
"FILE_CREATE",
"CLOSED"

],
"attributes": [
"ARCHIVE"

],
"type": "PE32+ executable (DLL) (GUI) x86-64, for MS Windows",
"hash": "d467f1f7a8407d1650060c8fe3dc6a0ccff4d409"

},
{

"file_reference_number": 60229,
"path": "C:\\Program Files\\7-Zip\\7z.exe",
"size": 447488,
"allocated": true,
"timestamp": "2016-05-07 07:42:49.518554",
"changes": [
"BASIC_INFO_CHANGE",
"DATA_EXTEND",
"FILE_CREATE",
"CLOSED"

],
"attributes": [
"ARCHIVE"

],
"type": "PE32+ executable (console) x86-64, for MS Windows",
"hash": "7447eb123655792fede586ad049ac737effa9e6c"

}

Parse Windows Event Log files.

vminspect eventlog windows7.qcow2 C:\\Windows\\System32\\winevt\\Logs\\Security.evtx

<Event xmlns=" ... "><System><Provider Name=" ... " Guid="{ ... }"></Provider>
<EventID Qualifiers="">4608</EventID>
<Version>0</Version>
<Level>0</Level>
<Task>12288</Task>
<Opcode>0</Opcode>
<Keywords>0x80200000000000</Keywords>
<TimeCreated SystemTime="2015-04-09 22:12:34.203125"></TimeCreated>
<EventRecordID>1</EventRecordID>
<Correlation ActivityID="" RelatedActivityID=""></Correlation>

(continues on next page)
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<Execution ProcessID="448" ThreadID="452"></Execution>
<Channel>Security</Channel>
<Computer>37L4247F27-25</Computer>
<Security UserID=""></Security>
</System>
<EventData></EventData>
</Event>

...

1.2 vminspect

1.2.1 vminspect package

Submodules

vminspect.comparator module

vminspect.filesystem module

vminspect.timeline module

vminspect.usnjrnl module

vminspect.vtscan module

vminspect.vulnscan module

vminspect.winreg module

Module contents

1.2. vminspect 7
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Indices and tables

• genindex

• modindex

• search
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